
RESOLUTION 2023 – –

A RESOLUTION ADOPTING A SCORECARD FOR UTILITY SCALE SOLAR PROJECTS IN LINN
COUNTY

WHEREAS, the Linn County Board of Supervisors (“Board”) on September 20, 2023, duly
adopted Ordinance No. ______ entitled, “An Ordinance Amending the Code of Ordinances, Linn
County, Iowa by Modifying Provisions in Chapter 107: Article VI Section 107-117 Regarding Utility
Scale Solar Installations and Battery Energy Storage Systems, and Article VII Section 107-149
Renewable Energy Overlay District, and Article VIII Table 107-147-1 Regarding Battery Energy
Storage Systems, and Article IX Section 107-180 Definitions Related to Utility-Scale Solar and
Battery Energy Storage Systems” (“Utility Scale Solar Ordinance”); and

WHEREAS, the passage and publication of the Utility Scale Solar Ordinance as prescribed
by Iowa Code enacted a new subsection 107-117(h)(3) that stipulates “all projects shall meet the
minimum passing threshold in the Linn County Utility Scale Solar Scorecard, as established by the
Board of Supervisors” and

WHEREAS, the intent of the Linn County Utility Scale Solar Scorecard is to aid the Board of
Supervisors in balancing the elements, goals, and objectives of the 2013 Linn County
Comprehensive Plan; and

WHEREAS, the Linn County Utility Scale Solar Scorecard awards points for project
components that align with Comprehensive Plan elements, goals, and objectives and deduct
points for components not alignment with those same elements, goals, and objectives; and

NOW, THEREFORE, THE LINN COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS HEREBY RESOLVES
that the Linn County Utility Scale Solar Scorecard as shown in Attachment A is created for use in
evaluating utility scale solar projects proposed in Linn County. The scorecard may be amended
from time to time by Resolution of the Board of Supervisors.

PASSED AND APPROVED this day of , 2023.

LINN COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Louis J. Zumbach, Chair



Resolution 2023 – –

Ben Rogers, Supervisor

Kirsten Running-Marquardt, Supervisor

ATTEST:

Joel D. Miller, Linn County Auditor

I, Joel D. Miller, Linn County Auditor, hereby certify that the Linn County Board of
Supervisors duly adopted the foregoing resolution at a regular meeting by a vote of: _____ aye,
_____ nay, and _____ abstained from voting.

Joel D. Miller, Linn County Auditor

State of Iowa
County of Linn

This instrument was acknowledged before me on the __________ day of __________________, 2023,
by Joel D. Miller as Linn County Auditor.

Notary Public, State of Iowa
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Resolution 2023 – –

ATTACHMENT A

Linn County Utility Scale Solar Scorecard

Planned percent of native species of the entire
site’s vegetative cover

25-35% +12 points
36-50% +20 points
51-65% +28 points
66-80% +36 points
>80% +44 points
<25% +0 points

Planned number of species in entire site’s
vegetative cover

5-9 species +8 points
10-15 species +12 points
16-19 species +16 points
>20 species +20 points

Site Planning and Management
Site has approved
vegetation
management plan

+20 points

Site has approved
agricultural impact
mitigation plan

+20 points

Percent of site in a medium (65-82) CSR area
10-25% -2 points
26-50% -3 points
51-75% -4 points
>75% -5 points

Percent of site in a high (83-100) CSR area
10-25% -3 points
26-50% -4 points
51-75% -5 points
>75% -6 points

Percent of site in a low (<65) CSR area
10-25% +6 points

26-50% +8 points
51-75% +10 points
>75% +12 points

Number of agrivoltaic practices on site
1 practice +5 points
2 practices +10 points
>2 practices +15 points
No practices 0 points

Planned percentage of the entire site’s
vegetative cover that includes flowering plants

10-25% +4 points
26-50% +8 points
51-75% +12 points
>75% +16 points
No flowering plants -15 points

Planned seasons with at least three blooming
species present

Spring (April - May) +5 points
Summer (June –
August

+5 point

Fall (September –
October)

+5 points

Percentage of site that is graded
0-10% +20 points
10-30% +10 points
30-50% +0 points
>50% -10 points

Average Solar Panel Height
>24” +5 points
>26” +10 points
>28” +15 points
>30” +20 points
>32” +25 points

3



Resolution 2023 – –

Increased Setbacks
No non-participating
dwellings within 300’ of
project boundaries

+0 points

No non-participating
dwellings within 500’ of
project boundaries

+30 points

No non-participating
dwellings within 750’
of project boundaries

+35 points

No non-participating
dwellings within 1,000’
of project boundaries

+40 points

No non-participating
dwellings within 1,250’
of project boundaries

+45 points

Exceptional Good Neighbor Practices
Good neighbor
payments for adjacent
non-participating
landowners

+10 points

Good neighbor
payments for tenant
farmers displaced by
the project

+10 points

Agreement to source
labor locally

+15 points

Minimum passing score: 100
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